2l6                        INTRODUCTION.

Hanseatlc power was due to the fact that as time
went on and conditions of trade altered, the interests
of the maritime and continental cities were no longer
identical. The sea-board towns used to furnish to the
inland the means of selling the produce of industries
with profit in the countries east, north, and west of the
Baltic. The Hanseatic ships and factories facilitated
this distribution of goods. But when other nations, and,
above all, the merchants of the Netherlands, and after
them the English, Danes, and Swedes carried on a
part of this commerce with their own ships, the inland
cities no longer had the same interest in remaining
united with the maritime. They even thought that
their union with the League was more onerous than
useful, and began to grow restive and would no longer
pay their dues to the general fund, which consequently
became much weakened and impoverished. Thus
there were not only enemies from without, but
enemies from within to contend against " A house
divided against itself cannot stand " is a saying of
which our Hansa was very soon to learn the full
truth.

But before the final collapse came the League was
to know one more moment of proud prosperity, a
moment which, had it been wisely and unselfishly
used would have secured to the Hansa a prolonged
dictatorship in Northern Europe.

After this rapid survey we will consider these events
in detail and order.